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In response to the Office Action nnailed January 09 2003 with reference to the Sbove- 
identified application, we submit the following remarks: 


REMARKS 


Claims 1 to 9 are pending in this application. All claims stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Brown (US 6,317,549) in view of Imoto 
(US 5,742,722) and Hodges et al. (US 4 838 643). Reconsideration is requested. 

As previously submitted, the instant invention uses gain fiber with mode field 
diameter higher than previously contemplated, in combination with a particular 
selection of refractive index properties. 


